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to be let at rents within Vorking-class means. This was much criticized at the time, but it proved in after years to be a useful contribution to the housing question. In most other respects discontent with the Government increased as the months passed and came to a climax in the autumn, when it was defeated by 364 to 198 on a Liberal amendment to a Conservative vote of censure.
The objection taken was rather to the method than to the policy of the Government.   In the last weeks it had shown a wavering mind which suggested to the House of Commons, always sensitive on this point—that it was liable to the control of influences outside Parliament and unknown to it.   In June the Prime Minister announced that on no account would Great Britain guarantee a loan to Soviet Russia, and in August he told the House that negotiations for a treaty with Russia had broken down on the question of compensation to the owners of nationalized property.   A day later, after the intervention of certain members of his party, he said that a treaty had been drafted which, on the fulfilment of certain conditions, would propose a guaranteed loan.    At the beginning of August, proceedings were taken in Court against a Communist named Campbell; a week later they were withdrawn in circumstances which suggested that the same pressure had been applied. The Liberal party was willing to accept a Select Committee of Inquiry into this matter in lieu of the Vote of Censure which   the   Conservative   party   proposed,   but   when   the Government rejected this, both parties combined to   vote against them, whereupon Mr. MacDonald decided to appeal to the country.
The Red Letter Election
The chief incident of the election which followed was the publication of the famous Zinovieff letter—a letter addressed to the British Communist party by the " Presidium " of the " Communist International"—a body which beyond all doubt was then an organ of the Russian Government. The recipients of this letter, which bore the date of September 15, were urged to " stir up the masses of the British proletariat," to organize mutiny in the army and navy, to foment rebellion in Ireland and the Colonies, to enlist "military specialists"ch would to be made known.   In judging theseT   n                                                                                                                                                                             *'"""1^»»'»PV»»f!«T»iW»»"i '"it was supported by 106 Liberal members.
